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Teaching Difficult Text

How Deep Can You Go?














Planning An Effective Reading Lesson

The Four Key Questions:

1. With the teacher’s assistance, what do I want my students to take from this reading? 

2. Without any teacher assistance, what will my students take from this reading?

3. What can I do to bridge this gap between what they would learn on their own and what I want them to learn?  What support should I offer in the following stages?

4. How will I know if my students “got it”?
	With the teacher’s assistance, what do I want my students to take from this reading?
	Without any teacher assistance, what will my students take from this reading?

	· To identify the author’s thesis.

· To recognize the techniques the author uses to drive his thesis.

· To understand the author’s use of diction and key vocabulary: epidemic, wailing, makeshift, succumbed, GNP 

· To learn necessary background knowledge to help deepen understanding, including:

· Zambia’s location in Africa.

· Why the AIDS epidemic is so rampant there.

· How Africa’s AIDS epidemic compares with the United States.

· Why, as Americans, we should be concerned about the African AIDS epidemic.

· The author and her husband, both doctors, began working in Zambia in 1994.

· They witnessed firsthand the devastation AIDS has had in Africa.

· The author adopted a Zambian boy, who now lives in America.

· Africans do not have enough access to the drugs that combat AIDS.

· It is so bad there that people sell coffins on street corners. 

· Many in Africa are still dying needlessly from AIDS.

· The author believes the United States should provide more funding to fight AIDS in Africa.
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Techniques employed:

· Starting the essay by writing “small”---beginning with the personal story of his son, Cletus.

· Employing a shift in time. The author starts in the present, flashes back to his experiences in Africa, and returns to the present again.

· Giving specific “real-world” examples, adding power to the essay (e.g. a man selling coffins on a street corner).

· Augmenting the essay with powerful statistics, both to outline the severity of the problem and to appeal to readers to get involved.

Giving the essay a circular feeling by ending it where it started---with Cletus. 

	With the teacher’s assistance, what do I want my students to take from this reading?
	Without any teacher assistance, what will my students take from this reading?

	
	


The purpose of this essay is _______________________________________

_______________________________________

_____________________________________.
How to Plan An Effective Reading Lesson

The Four Key Questions:

1. Without any teacher assistance, what will my students take from this reading?

2. With the teacher’s assistance, what do I want my students to take from this reading? 

3. What can I do to bridge this gap between what they would learn on their own and what I want them to learn?  What support should I offer in the following stages?

Focusing the Reader

1st Draft Reading

2nd Draft Reading

Collaboration

Metaphorical Response

Reflective Response

4. How will I know if my students “got it”?
AIDS has touched sixty million Africans. They are either living with HIV, have died of AIDS, or have lost their parents to AIDS. 

Dr. Peter Piot, Executive Director of the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS). 

In your estimation, is “Africans Need More Than Our Sympathy” an effective essay? In answering, consider the following: Why did the author write this article (purpose?) What techniques did he use to drive his point? 
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